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Downtown Residents’ Council, Inc.

January 2025 - MONTHLY MEMBER MEETING MINUTES
Date: January 14, 2025 @ 6:00pm

Place: Mercantile Library, 414 Walnut 12t floor

New members: Tim Coyle, Beth Bohlen, Pete and Carol Baden, DJ Webster, Phil Murphy

President Jackie Bryson called the meeting to order at 6:03PM and welcomed our new members.
Jackie welcomed three 7t graders from Seven Hill, observing a community council meeting for a group
project. She encouraged them to stay after the meeting to chat with members.

Monthly reports:

Officer Chris Loreaux, Cincinnati Police Department (CPD), reviewed the crime statistics noting crimes
and robberies are down. He indicated officers have addressed drug activity around Court Street and
seeing improvement. He noted homelessness was up in 2024. He reminded members about the
community camera sharing program with the CPD. You can register your home or business
surveillance camera here: https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/police/online-camera-registration/

Alex Martin, 3CDC, thanked members for providing gift cards for the year-end Ambassadors party. She
provided a daily meal schedule supporting those in need in Downtown and OTR. She spoke about the
winter shelter on Gest Street, which is open from 7PM - 6AM daily. She reminded us to call the
GeneroCity hotline when we see something on 513-498-6192.

DRC Committee Reports:

Treasurer’s Report
Tricia Lynn reviewed the Treasurer’s report - Starting DRC balance 12/1/2024: $13,130.34 with a
closing bank balance of $7,878.56 plus pending Holiday Guest Venmo of $39.

Tricia reported NSP (Neighborhood Support Program) funds have not been announced for 2025 but
asked for a vote to approve the 2025 spending categories.

2025 Categories
Membership Mgt
Beautification Path
CYC Saturday Hoops
Ziegler Summer Camp
GeneroCity513
Skate Park



https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/police/online-camera-registration/

The 2025 funding categories were 100% unanimously approved by the membership (66 members in
attendance).

Social Committee
Teri Boland reported we will get a tour of the Mercantile Apartments following tonight’s meeting.

Old Business:
Approval of October Member Meeting Minutes:
Tim Nolan motioned to approve the minutes, a member seconded, and all voted in favor.

New Business:
Jackie announced the 2025 DRC Board nominating committee:
Andrew Naab - Chairperson
Esther Wing and Tim Nolan - Board Members
Alan Bunker and Bernice Bailey - At Large
There are seven to eight open positions. Eight new residents have expressed interest in
running/joining.

Jackie reported the DRC survey results are in and being digested. Ninety responses were received.

Kurt Grossman received another request from the city to identify street sections where vehicular
speeding is predominant. He asked members to identify and submit street sections to address.

Speakers:
Jackie introduced speaker Taylor Vogt, Model Group, Mercantile Building. Taylor provided an

overview of the redevelopment of the Mercantile and Formica buildings into 172 market rate
apartments. Amenities include access to the Mercantile Library, clubroom, fitness center, sky lounge
and rooftop, indoor dog run and storage. New tenants are coming to the ten ground floor commercial
spaces, which are currently 83% leased.

Jackie introduced speaker Jon Faherty, Executive Director, Mercantile Library. Jon spoke about the
redevelopment process and how exciting it is to be a part of an active building. They will be adding
20,000 new books, over time, with the additional shelf space. He encouraged membership to the
Mercantile Library.

Announcements:
Jackie thanked Alan Bunker for his leadership and time decorating Piatt Park for the holidays. She also
thanked Mary Heimert for her engagement arranging DRC socials for the past six years.

Margaret Swallow, Cincinnati World Cinema volunteer, spoke about upcoming films and encouraged
members to attend a show.

DJ Webster, Cincinnati Prime Restaurant Group Director, introduced himself and noted Prime
Cincinnati gift cards are 20% off through January 2025.

Nancy Ayers, Owner Jersey Mike’s on 4™ Street, enlisted the membership to encourage patrons from
5-9PM.



Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 pm.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 11, 2025, at 6 p.m. — First Financial Bank Lobby 4%/Vine



