September 2024 - MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES               Downtown Residents' Council, Inc.
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Date:  September 9, 2024 @ 6:00 pm
Place:  First Financial Innovation Center, 4th & Vine Streets
Members Unable to Attend:  Jackie Bryson, Tracey Johnson and
Andrew Naab
Board Member Sue Byrom called the meeting to order at 6:01PM.
Presentations:

Doug Moorman, Vice President of Development Strategies Group, spoke about the redevelopment of the URS Tower at 36 E 7th Street in Cincinnati.   The developer, CIG Communities, plans to convert the upper 12 floors of the 27-story tower into 159 apartments.  The timeline for redevelopment begins in January 2025 and expected to take 18-20 months to complete.   Doug Moorman asked the DRC board for a letter of support (no objections) for the redevelopment.  A vote was taken, and all voted in favor of providing a letter of support to the city.
Next, Doug Moorman spoke about the new Kroger logo that includes a blue shopping cart to the left of the blue “Kroger” text.  The new cart is Kroger’s “Fresh Cart” icon.  The new logo is being erected on the downtown Cincinnati Kroger corporate headquarters on Vine Street.  He asked the DRC board for a letter of support (no objections) for affixing the new logo on top of the headquarters.  A vote was taken, and all voted in favor of supporting the request.
Approval of August 2024 Board Meeting Minutes:
Tricia Lynn motioned to approve the minutes, Mary Heimert seconded, and all voted in favor.

Approval of Treasurer’s Report: (report provided prior to meeting)
Joan Meyer motioned to approve the report, Teri Boland seconded, and all voted in favor.
Reports of Committees and Projects:

Finance:
Tricia Lynn started the process for requesting next year’s funds from the Neighborhood Support Program (NSP).  She confirmed the committee members working with her to request the funds (Kurt Grossman, Esther Wing, Jackie Bryson and Teri Boland).  Tricia will contact two organizations that requested funds last year but were not awarded.  She will distribute a suggestion form for members to recommend non-profits to fund in 2025 at the September member meeting.
Social:

Mary Heimert has Willow Run arranged for the October social and then onto the Holiday party on 12/9.
Speakers:

Seth Harmon has representatives from Kroger Corporate Development and BLINK speaking at the September member meeting.   A representative from the Mercantile Library is speaking in October.  Andrew Dudas, Budget Director City of Cincinnati, is speaking in November.  
Community Budget Request:

Chase Mosijowsky summarized the suggestions received and recommended the Board submit funding for two projects.  1) Development of a Downtown Neighborhood Plan.  2) Removal of a large blue column and concrete pad at the entrance to the Path to the Taft on 700 E Pete Rose Way.  Removing these structures will make the path ADA accessible.  Kurt Grossman motioned to approve the recommendation, Lisa Sprague seconded, and all voted in favor.  The Board will be submitting a letter of support for the two projects by September 30th.  Chase will draft the letter for Jackie to sign.
New Business Items for Discussion/Action/Assigning or Deferring:

Another Piatt Park Decorations leader is needed for 2025.  Gary Bryson and Alan Bunker will lead the effort this year so the project can be passed on after using this year as a learning.   The Board agreed to ask the membership for volunteers at the September member meeting.    

Jackie is composing a member survey now and will share it with the Board for feedback.  The plan is to execute the survey in October through a member email blast and link in the Newsletter.   
Old Business:

The Vice President of the Board position remains open.  Please get with Jackie if interested in the position or willing to act as the interim VP.
The DRC Board and Member meetings have been confirmed at First Financial Innovation Center, 4th and Vine Streets, for 2025.  
Tricia Lynn reported migration to the new web host has started.   
Announcements:

Sue Byrom noted two bars on W 4th Street (Belle’s and Love) are causing some contention.  The areas outside are being treated like a ‘Dora’ area.  She will discuss this with 3CDC.
Rusconi Bar and Kitchen is temporarily closed.  A hearing on permanently closing the restaurant will take place late September.

It was noted the influx of homeless sleeping on the stage at Schmidlapp Event Lawn.

Adjournment:
The meeting adjourned at 6:55PM.
Next meeting:  October 7, 2024, 6:00 pm., First Financial Innovation Center
